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It’s now cheaper to print color figures in KI
Have you been concerned in the past about the cost of print-
ing color figures in Kidney International (KI)? KI has listened 
to your concerns and is now offering permanently reduced 
pricing for color figures—a flat fee of $500 per printed page, 
no matter how many color figures are on a page. This pricing 
is more affordable for authors and competitive with other top 
scientific journals. We want to make it easier for authors to 
publish the color figures that demonstrate important scien-
tific findings, and our new pricing reflects our commitment to 
achieving this goal.
thereby reducing puromycin-induced 
apoptosis and preserving the cytoskele-
ton. In rats, calcimimetic treatment pre-
vented the development of proteinuria 
induced by puromycin and ameliorated 
the decline in glomerular filtration rate 




The discovery of fibroblast growth fac-
tor 23 (FGF23) has added an interest-
ing complexity to our understanding 
of the role of calcium and vitamin D in 
the control of plasma calcium (Ca) and 
inorganic phosphate (Pi). As they report 
in this issue, López et al. studied the 
interaction of these hormones by show-
ing that parathyroidectomy results in a 
reduced serum level of FGF23 and cal-
citriol, as well as the expected reduction 
in serum Ca and increase in Pi. Replace-
ment of para thyroid hormone (PTH) 
reversed these. Interestingly, treatment 
Calcium-sensing 
receptor in podocytes
The calcium-sensing receptor, critical 
for parathyroid hormone secretion, also 
is expressed in a large number of other 
cell types. Recently, Oh et al. examined 
its role in podocyte function. They found 
that calcimimetics, agents that stimulate 
an increase in extracellular calcium, 
affected the expression of several genes 
involved in oxidative stress, proliferation, 
and apoptosis. When applied to podo-
cytes in culture, these agents induced the 
phosphorylation of prosurvival proteins, 
of para thyroidectomized animals with 
vitamin D increased FGF23 levels. Thus, 
it appears that vitamin D in addition 
to PTH can regulate the expression of 
FGF23. See page 475.
Smoking and  
renal failure
We do not need to be told that smoking 
is bad for us, but the effect of smoking on 
renal function seems to be one area that 
has not been investigated. Thus, Hallan 
and Orth analyzed the dose–response 
relationship between smoking and future 
kidney failure. In a study of 65,000 adults 
followed for 10 years in Norway, 124 of 
them developed stage 5 chronic kidney 
disease. Former and current smokers 
had a higher risk of renal failure. The risk 
increased with cumulative pack-years of 
smoking and was reduced significantly 
the longer ago a person had stopped 
smoking. This effect of smoking cessa-
tion was significant only in men, not in 
women. See page 516.
